315. A WAR OF GIANTS

JAPAN AND RUSSIA

From the news received from ttie front, it appears that the battle
now being fought between Japan and Russia near Mukden bids fair to be
considered the greatest in all ancient or modern history. To call the tattle
of Mukden, now in progress, the greatest may be dubbed an exaggeration.
It is natural that, as a result of the frequent publication of sensational
news in the papers, the people in general develop a dislike for such reports
and, consequently, calling the battle of Mukden the greatest might be
considered an exaggeration. Neveitleless, we must point out that teas of
thousands of men are now being annihilated on both sides in the battle.
Japan has here attacked Russia from east, west and south, that is, the
attack is not frontal, but on the flanks of the Russian army. It is possi-
ble that, if the flanks succumb, the van also might give way.

At the helm of all these manoeuvres of the army stands the heroic
figure of Marquis Oyama of Japan. The "battle covers an area of a hundred
miles, and a million men have entered the field. The weapons of destruction
used range from the smallest rifles to the biggest guns. No effort possible
for human talent has been spared to bring about the quickest destruction
of men. Courage and endurance have not been found wanting tinder
any test. A hundred thousand men have been utterly destroyed. If Japan
defeats Russia in this battle, there is strong reason to believe that the end
of the war is near at hand. Having lost-Port Arthur,1 Russia no more holds
any sea power; and it is improbable that she will send more men to Man-
churia by land. The people in Russia have already begun to detest the
war; if, therefore, the army at present in Manchuria sustains a defeat,
it will not be necessary for Japan to make any further sacrifices.
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